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Societal Culture Influence in Nuclear Security Culture:
Understanding societal cultural dynamics to
proactively mitigate security risks

Patrick Lynch !, Thais Ramo?, Carly Speranza 3, Paulo Bianchi®, Yakubu Viva lbrahim ®, Lior
Gabbay?®, Eric Gosset’, Hisham Abdullah®

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, 2 NNSA Office of International Nuclear
Security, ® Oak Ridge National Laboratory, 4 Nuclear and Energy Research Institute (IPEN),
Brazil, ® Centre for Energy Research and Training (CERT), Nigeria, © Israel Atomic Energy
Commission (IAEC), Israel, 7 French Alternative Energies and Atomic Energy Commission

(CEA), France, & Department of Atomic Energy, Malaysia

Nuclear security culture requires every individual’s awareness, ability and commitment to
identify and mitigate potential and real security threats at a nuclear facility. Despite existing
security regulations and protocols developed by international and state advisory bodies,
security threats and incidents remain ongoing concerns that merit further critical analysis. A
particular area of concern that has not been addressed in prior literature in the field is the
role of societal culture in influencing security related beliefs and behaviors. For this reason, a
diverse group of nuclear security experts and organizational culture experts were convened to
discuss these issues, share their experiences and, ultimately, to identify novel insights to
further enhance nuclear security culture across operations. This panel, consisting of diverse
nuclear security experts, will lead conversations on research-based insights drawn from
existing literature on both nuclear security culture and societal cultural differences. The goal
of this panel will be to share the experiences and results from the team’s research to best
prepare those from the global nuclear industry to best account for cultural factors which
influence the site’s nuclear security culture.
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