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BACKGROUND: Crotoxin is the most loxic and abundant
substance among the phanmacological active components of
Crotalus durissus terrificus venon. Considering that in a previous
study crotoxin increased the emotionality of rats (FESBE, 1995), the
objective was to investigate whether this cffect can be attnbuted 10
anxicty, using the clevated plus maze test

RESULTS: Male Wistar rats weighing 180-220 g and housed under
1 2-hour light-dark cycle, were used. Crotoxan (100, 250 or 500
ng/hg), or saline, ip, were administered 2-hour before the fest. It was
measured the number of entrics in and time spent (3) on  both open
and closed arms, Crotoxin decreased the number of open arm entrics
(y=2.45-3.6(107)x+6.%(10°*x’; R*=66.8%) and time spent on them
{y=73.8-2.3(10" ;x+4.3(10™*; R*=83.6%). The statistical analbysis
was ANOVA for onc way classification, using ortogonal polynomial
(p<0.05).

CONCLUSION: It is strongly suggested that the previously
demonstrated crotoxin-increased emofionality in rats is due lo an
anxiogenic ctlect of this compound.



